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1.I'm going to apologize again, for some reason my computer loves to do updates, but please excuse any misspellings, punctuations, and/or etc.  I'll also cite my source when my lap top cooperates.
Birth of the middle class came into existence sometime in the 11th century.   The middle class were considered the type of people who were basically merchants or craftsman.   It was a way the people had citizenship rights and political rights in a city.  The middle class eventually came to diminish the aristocrats because the aristocrats didn’t change its institution and financial systems.   Socially it began to define as its own class of its own cultural and financial
Not every citizen would’ve become the class of an aristocrat so the shift of powers came beneficial to the laborers and bourgeois.  They became their own class because of their own means of production.  With their own means of production, they had their own economic power.    This enabled people to become innovative and take risks to for industries. 
Response 
Sorry for what has happened to your Laptop. I will like to concur with you that the middle class people were craftsmen. Actually, this is what earned them citizenship. They fell somewhere between the upper class and the working class. They worked from the sunrise to the sunset. Something that I love about these middle class merchants is that they were very hardworking. They fully depended on their own means of production and innovation to take risks for factories. They overcame barriers that were set for the middle class. Through there industries, they made food production easier and brought in society’s independence. I came across this article and maybe you can look at it. It has some good information. https://www.encyclopedia.com/history/news-wires-white-papers-and-books/social-class-system-and-economy-overview-5


2. As a laborer, I think the 18th century was an aristocratic century as they gained economic, political, and social powers over anyone else. We also had the bourgeoisie, which was born from the urban merchant and manufacturing class. Aristocrats own the lands and could decide who shall work for them. The more money one had, the more likely one was to be able to dominate local politics Aristocrats worked diligently to preserve their prestige and privilege by denigrating those who made their livelihood by working.  The two classes also shared an interest in the spirit of the enlightenment, which embraced the ideas of science and progress, in contrast with religion and tradition.  
In France, German lands, and other places where monarchy remained supreme, the bourgeoisie were blocked from social advancement because of the aristocrats.  Both social and political tensions grew in these regions, and even in Britain, were social status was more fluid. The laborers did not have a lot to say, the only thing we needed to do was to obey, as we didn’t have any power. The power was for richer people.
Response 
	The merchants in this era were hardworking and they were ready to make history. Although land was owned by the aristocrats, the middle class worked hard to earn themselves a piece of land and develop themselves. The peasants worked in the land that was owned by the highly ranked in the society. However, the merchants worked hard to break the odds. Later on, they became full-fledged landowners just like their Lords. Through their economic achievements, they brought development in the land. They embraced the ideas of science and progress and religion. Their economic power brought the “Merchant Economy.”
